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2019 will be a busy year for 
Portobello Square, with demolition, 
construction, consultation and  
lots more.

The summer and autumn will  
see lots of work as we demolish 
Murchison and Wells Houses, and 
then build Murchison Gardens.  
In this issue of Here & Now, we 
remind you about the demolition 
process, and give you some details  
of how the construction of 
Murchison Gardens will affect you.
As well as cracking on with construction, we’re also developing the 
designs for Phase 3. Read up on the Design Working Group, who’ve 
begun working with our architects on the designs, and look out for 
details of our next consultation event.

In this issue, you’ll also find updates from your Independent Tenants’ 
Advisor and the Golborne Community Champions. There’s exciting  
news about our office move; details of your free car club membership; 
an update on Bond Mansions and an interview with Steve Lamey, who  
tells us about his experiences in his new home on Bonchurch Road.  
As always, there’s lots for you to get involved in, and we can’t wait for 
you to get stuck in.

From the team at Catalyst and our partners.
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MURCHISON AND WELLS 
HOUSES DEMOLITION

The demolition of Murchison 
and Wells Houses is scheduled 
to begin in April or May. 
We expect the work to be 
completed in June. 

We gave details of the demolition  
process in the Demolition Special  
edition of Here & Now in May 2018.  
You can see this again in the archive at  
www.yourhereandnow.co.uk, or ask  
in the Kensington office for a paper copy. 
Here’s a reminder of the key points:

•  The buildings will be demolished by 
high-reach excavators. They’ll begin at 
the end of Murchison House and work 
along towards Wells House.

•  Our Construction Traffic Management 
Plan has been agreed with the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
(please see map).

•  Portobello Road and Wornington Road, 
and the link between them, will stay 
open throughout the demolition. So will 
their pavements. 

•  Working hours on site will be from 
8am to 6pm on weekdays, and 8am to 
1pm on Saturdays. Noisy works will be 
restricted to weekdays, 9am to 5.30pm.

•  Traffic marshals will be on duty during 
site hours.

•  We’ll give fortnightly updates and 
forecasts of upcoming site traffic on 
notice boards throughout the estate.

 Please note that, contrary to the 
information in the Demolition Special, we 
now know that some street parking will 
be suspended on the link road between 
Portobello Road and Wornington Road 
during demolition. RBKC permit holders 
can still park in other designated RBKC 
street parking.

During the demolition, there will be 
an increase in noise, site activity, and 
construction traffic. If you have any 
concerns about the demolition or feel 
you’ll need extra support during this  
time, please:

•  Come to see us in the Kensington office.

•  Call 0300 456 2099 and ask for a 
member of the Wornington Green team.

•  Contact your Independent Tenants’ 
Advisor, NewmanFrancis on  
0800 644 6040 or email 
worningtongreen@newmanfrancis.org
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Once Murchison and Wells Houses  
have been demolished, we’ll begin 
creating Murchison Gardens. 

This will be a new road in Phase 2 of the regeneration 
of Wornington Green, to replace the existing link 
road between Portobello Road and Wornington Road. 
This will improve wayfinding and safety in the area, 
and help to knit the development into the existing 
street pattern.

We expect the work to begin in late summer or early 
autumn of this year, and take about five months. 
The start date is dependent on completion of the 
demolition. RBKC have granted the necessary 
permissions for the works.

How will the work affect me?

•  The link road will be closed while Murchison 
Gardens is being created. During this time, access 
between Wornington Road and Portobello Road will 
be via Bonchurch Road, Munro Mews and Golborne 
Road. (See diagram 2).

•  Before we begin, we’ll prepare new routes around 
the area of the work so you can still get around on 
foot when the road is closed. The contractor will 
create a new entrance to the Chesterton House 
car park, a new footpath to Katherine House 
and new steps to 1-3 Katherine House. Access 
to surrounding buildings will be maintained 
throughout the work. (See diagram 1).

•  Other pavements around the site will remain but 
may be temporarily diverted due to temporary 
works or construction traffic flow. 

•  The community kitchen garden will only be 
accessible from the steps opposite Pepler House. 
The access to the garden from the link road will  
be closed. (See diagram 1).

•  The Murchison car park and the footpath alongside 
it will stay open throughout the works.

•  The site hoarding currently around Murchison and 
Wells Houses will be extended to contain the area 
of the road works. This will secure the site  
and protect the public. (See diagram 3).

•  Construction traffic will enter the site via 
Wornington Road and leave via Portobello Road, 
as agreed in the construction traffic management 
plan approved by RBKC. Traffic marshals will be on 
duty during working hours.

•  At the busiest points in the works, we anticipate 
that around 20 vehicles will enter and leave the  
site each day. This won’t be the case throughout 
the works, however; the average number of trips 
per day will be lower, and on some days there will 
be none.

•  The work will involve some pneumatic drilling at 
the start. This will be the noisiest part; the rest of 
the work will create a level of noise similar to the 
construction of Bond Mansions. 

•  As with the demolition, all work will take place 
within strict site hours of 8am to 6pm. Noisy works 
are restricted by RBKC to weekdays, 9am to  
5.30pm. 

•  Air quality will be monitored throughout the works. 

•  There are currently 22 car parking spaces along the 
link road. These will close once the works begin.  
13 spaces will be reprovided on Murchison Gardens; 
most of the rest will be replaced on Athlone 
Gardens, which is part of Phase 2b.
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1. CREATING TEMPORARY ROUTES THESE WILL MAKE SURE YOU CAN GET AROUND  
ONCE THE ROAD CLOSES.

3. ROAD REALIGNMENT HOARDING IS EXTENDED TO CONTAIN THE WORK 
AREA, AND WORKS BEGIN.

4. WELCOME TO MURCHISON GARDENS2. CLOSURES
LINK ROAD CLOSED. CHESTERTON CAR PARK 
CLOSED AT ORIGINAL ENTRANCE.

THE HOARDING WILL REMAIN AS IN THIS  
DIAGRAM UNTIL WORK ON PHASE 2B BEGINS.

Site boundary

New footpath route / 
Pedestrian route 

Existing footpath route

Open / vacant site following 
Wells and Murchison 
demolition / Road 
realignment works area

Car parks 

Road and car park closures

Key
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We advertised for Design Working Group members in autumn  
last year, through flyers to all households and at Portobello’s  
Park Party. The group includes residents from the old and new 
buildings, and private owners as well as tenants.

The group have agreed their terms of reference and the  
programme of workshops, and held the first two detailed  
design sessions.

If you’re interested in joining the Design Working Group, please 
contact NewmanFrancis, your Independent Tenants’ Advisors, on 
0800 644 6040 or worningtongreen@newmanfrancis.org

Session Dates 

Non-residential spaces: 5 March 
Includes: retail units and community  (complete) 
facility 

Routes, Paths and Access  2 April 
Could include: landscaping, road layouts,  (complete) 
parking, street furniture, public art.

External Building Appearance 7 May 
Could include: elevations, building  
materials, balconies. 

Internal Communal Areas  4 June 
Could include: entrances, corridors,  
bin stores, bike stores.

Inside the New Homes 2 July 
Could include: internal layouts, kitchens,  
bathrooms, materials.

We’ll give updates on what the Design Working Group have been 
doing at RSG meetings and quarterly public meetings. Look out  
for details of these from our Independent Tenants’ Advisors.

You’ll also be able to find out more about what the group have  
been doing, and give your own views, at our next consultation event. 
See right for details.

DESIGN 
WORKING  
GROUP 

IMPROVEMENTS  
TO ATHLONE GARDENS  
COMING SOON

All current Wornington Green residents 
who are moving into Bond Mansions 
have now accepted an offer. We 
expect moves will be taking place in 
the summer this year. They’ll have the 
chance to view their new homes a few 
weeks before they move in.

Here are some of the things we do to 
support residents with their moves:

•  We work with each household to create 
a tailored move plan. If you’re moving 
into Bond Mansions and we haven’t 
met with you about this yet, we will  
get in touch with you soon.

•  Organise a clearance day to help 
people ‘de-clutter’ before moving –  
we will contact residents with a date 
for this.

•  Arrange for a removal company to 
carry out the removals, and help with 
packing and unpacking if needed.  
They provide boxes too!

•  Give disturbance payments to cover 
the reasonable costs of moving home. 
(Please remember to check with us 
first before you incur any disturbance 
costs!)

•  Arrange for a handyman to take down 
any mirrors, pictures and shelves. 
They’ll be put up again in the new 
homes by United Living.

Our ‘Countdown to Your Move’ brochure 
gives more information about what 
residents need to do before their move, 
how we support them, and how the 
process works. To find out more, please 
drop into the Kensington office and ask 
for a copy.

The Design Working Group has been 
up and running since the beginning 
of the year. They’re a group of 
residents on Wornington Green and 
Portobello Square, who have signed 
up to be involved in influencing the 
detailed design of Phase 3.

UPDATE 
ON BOND 
MANSIONS

You’ll have noticed the windows, brickwork, top  
floor and roof are going up on Bond Mansions –  
it’s beginning to look more like home!

You may remember seeing flyers 
and posters in autumn 2018 for 
consultation on improvements 
to Athlone Gardens by the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 

We are currently working with United Living to 
finalise the proposals for these improvements. 
We hope to start work soon. The work is expected 
to take 12 weeks to complete, and will be done 
in phases so that some part of the park is open 
throughout the works. Athlone Gardens will still be 
owned and managed by RBKC – look out for further 
communications from them.

Look out for our consultation  
events for Phase 3 in early June!

We’ll show you how the designs for Phase 3 are 
developing. This will include proposals for roads, 
pathways and landscaping, as well as the non-
residential areas and the external appearance of 
the buildings. You’ll also hear from your Residents’ 
Steering Group and the Design Working Group for 
Phase 3 about their part in the process.

PHASE 3 
CONSULTATION 
EVENT

Regeneration Update
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STEVE
HOMEOWNER AT 

PORTOBELLO SQUARE

SPOTLIGHTON

Steve Lamey has lived in his new home on 
Bonchurch Road for three years, and the 
pride he takes in it is clear.  

He even allowed it to be used as a location in the second 
series of Netflix drama Marcella, giving over his home to 
film crews for ten weeks, and has since let admiring tourists 
familiar with the show take photographs of his front door. 

‘It’s a modern living space,’ says Steve, ‘it’s open, bright 
– fantastic. It’s so well designed to make the most of the 
floor space: there’s a study area, space to entertain’. He also 
appreciates the fact that the development is mixed tenure 
and tenure blind. ‘I want people to respect that as a model,’ 
he says, ‘it’s the new template for London.’

Steve is keen to see all residents and Catalyst working 
together to make Portobello Square work. ‘One of my first 
memories is of my mum cleaning the steps of our council 
house in Plymouth’, he says, ‘and lots of people here do the 
same. It’s about our pride in living on our estate.’ He knows 
many of his neighbours in both the private and social rented 
homes well. Where they’ve had problems in their homes or 
the neighbourhood, they’ve often been the same problems, 
and Steve would like private residents to have more 
opportunities to get involved in helping to solve them. 

‘We really want this to be an integrated development; we 
don’t want it to be ‘us and them’. It won’t work unless it’s all 
managed as one. It has all the ingredients to be great, but if 
we don’t all put the effort in it won’t be great.’

Steve is also excited about his new neighbourhood. ‘I couldn’t 
have told you where Notting Hill was before I found this 
house,’ he says, ‘we wanted to live in a different area where 
we hadn’t been before. Someone said ‘they’re building some 
interesting stuff at the top of Portobello Road’. When I got 
on the train one morning and walked up, I had no idea what 
I’d find.’ Since then, Steve has relished discovering Golborne 
Road, browsing Portobello Market, and walking along the 
canal to Little Venice for a cup of tea. He also appreciates 
having the Venture Centre nearby.

‘Portobello Square is completely multicultural, 
multinational, with families, semi-retired people like me, 
professional people,’ says Steve. ‘It’s an eclectic mix in 
great accommodation in a great part of the world. And the 
structure of the place makes you meet people. In the private 
development where I used to live in Portsmouth I saw the 
people next door and that was it. Here you run into people. 
I’ve had more neighbours’ dinners and drinks here than 
anywhere else I’ve lived.’

It’s an eclectic mix  
in great accommodation 

in a great part of the 
world. And the structure 
of the place makes you 

meet people.

“ 

Spotlight
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UBEEQO

Enjoy 
your 
trip

As part of our planning agreement with the Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea, we’ve committed to provide access to a car club. All residents  
of Wornington Green and Portobello Square now have access to FREE 
Membership and £10 Driving Credit with Ubeeqo car club, here:  
https://welcome.ubeeqo.com/plp-brand-carclub-1/  

You should have received a letter from Ubeeqo recently regarding this.

WELCOME TO 
UBEEQO CAR CLUB 

NewmanFrancis has been appointed as 

your Independent Tenants’ Advisor for 

Wornington Green and Portobello Square.

We are very happy to have this opportunity to work 

with you again having previously provided support for 

residents from 2012-2017. 

We are an independent team of community advisors 

with lots of expertise and experience working with 

local residents.

Our role is to:

•  Support tenants to ensure that you have a say  

in influencing the regeneration proposals for  

Wornington Green. 

•  Provide impartial advice and support to tenants, to 

ensure that you are aware of your rights and options.  

•  Support and advise your Residents’ Steering Group, 

who are responsible for representing the whole 

community.

We are out and about on Wornington Green and Portobello 

Square regularly and we look forward to meeting you. 

Currently, we’re working on:

•  Providing support to the Design Working Group for  

the Phase 3 design proposals.

•  Facilitating the public meetings, the next of which  

will be taking place at the end of June.

•  Carrying out regular outreach on Wornington Green.

If you would like to meet with us and arrange a home 

visit, or you would like independent advice about the 

regeneration, or are interested in being involved with 

the Residents’ Steering Group, please contact us on 

our freephone number 0800 644 6040 or email us at 

worningtongreen@newmanfrancis.org 

AN UPDATE FROM 
YOUR INDEPENDENT 
TENANTS’ ADVISOR

AN UPDATE FROM 
YOUR INDEPENDENT 
TENANTS’ ADVISOR

Irundeep Singh 

Lily Glasser

Mekor Newman

What is Ubeeqo?

Ubeeqo provide convenient and cost-effective 
ways from one single platform for users to hire 
vehicles throughout London. They offer a wide 
range of vehicles at various locations for short 
and long-term hire. Their vehicle rental costs 
start from £3 an hour and consist of Fiat 500s, 
Mercedes GLA, Volkswagen Golfs and vans.

How does it work?

You can book a car in advance or last minute, 
depending on availability, through the app or 
an online browser by simply logging into your 
account and finding a vehicle near your location. 
Ubeeqo have other locations nearby on Oxford 
Gardens, Southern Row and Chesterton Road 
which are available to use as well if the vehicles 
on Bonchurch Road are in use.

Before your booking starts, you’ll be sent a 
confirmation email that your car is ready to be 
used. The car will be parked on Bonchurch Road. 

The car can be unlocked with a contactless 
credit/debit card, Oyster card or Ubeeqo 
membership card. You can find the keys in  
the glove compartment.

How do you sign up?

You can sign up online or through the app. It will 
ask you to fill in your contact details and there 
will be a section to upload your driving licence 
images and DVLA check code. The DVLA check 
code only applies if you have a UK driving licence. 
Once you have uploaded those documents, 
the Ubeeqo team will review your documents 
and check whether they require any further 
information. Once all your checks are complete, 
someone from the team will give you a call to 
verify your application. 

Your Neighbourhood

HERE&NOW



In the last issue of Here & Now we told 
you about our plans to relocate Catalyst’s 
Kensington office into some of the 
commercial units along Portobello Road,  
in Phase 1 of Portobello Square. We are 
excited to let you know that the move will 
take place in June this year.

The new office will be a great improvement on our  
current office, and will help us deliver a better customer 
experience to all of our residents in Wornington Green, 
Portobello Square and Kensington as a whole. We will  
have better facilities and will be able to deliver a higher 
quality of service. 

In November’s issue of Here & Now we also told you that 
there would be a sales and marketing office alongside the 
housing office.  We’ve now decided that this is not needed  
at this stage in the regeneration programme. The space  
that we are not occupying will be let as commercial space.  

Before the move takes place, we will ensure that all our 
residents and stakeholders who use the office are aware 
of the move. Keep an eye out for the postcard that will be 
delivered through your letter box and posters on communal 
notice boards. In the meantime if you have any questions, 
please contact Patricia Poorman on 0300 456 2099 or email 
patricia.poorman@chg.org.uk

WE ARE  
MOVING OFFICE!

WE ARE  
MOVING OFFICE!

314B Ladbroke Grove

GOLBORNE 
COMMUNITY 
CHAMPIONS 
NEWS

In November we started our very 
first Baby and Parent Yoga led by the 
Maternity Champions. The sessions 
are facilitated by one of our Maternity 
Champions who is a fully qualified  
Yoga instructor, and are for parents 
with babies up to the age of 1 year old. 
If you’re interested, please contact the 
Venture Centre to book a place.

We also have our Golborne Community 
Lunch which takes place every 
Wednesday, 12pm to 2pm. We provide 
a healthy cooked meal for £1.50 per 
person, to bring the community together 
and promote the positives of healthy 
eating.  In addition to the lunch we have 
partnered with WAND and City Harvest to 
host a healthy eating drop-in which runs 
alongside the Community Lunch. This is a 
chance to get advice on eating healthily, 
and provides a range of healthy foods 
and ingredients that you can take away 
with you.

We’re also supporting The Wornington 
Word, a People’s History of The 
Wornington Green Estate. The project  
will record and archive the history of  
the estate’s residents from the 1960s  
up to recent times with oral histories, 
photos and a documentary that will  
be archived in Kensington Central  
and North Kensington Libraries. The 
Community Champions will be involved  
in supporting the project alongside 
Renegade Theatre who will be taking  
the lead on the year-long programme.  
If you are interested in taking part in this 
local history project or would like more 
information, contact Martyn Chessman 
on 020 8960 3234 or email  
martyn@venturecentre.org.uk

As the Community Champions programme 
moves into 2019 we have some exciting new 
projects and activities on the horizon. 

 336-342 Portobello RoadTO

FROM
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This month we feature  
a recipe from Venture 
Centre’s Community Lunch 
Programme – a project 
providing local residents 
with healthy meals every 
Wednesday for a small cost 
of £1.50. The programme 
aims to bring the community 
together and promote the 
positives of healthy eating.  

Ingredients:

• 1 lamb stock cube, crumbled

• 75g dried apricots, halved

• 1 tablespoon clear honey

• 1 teaspoon ground cumin

• 1 teaspoon ground coriander

• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

• 1 teaspoon turmeric

• 1 tablespoon olive oil

•  400g lamb neck fillet, trimmed  
and cut into 3cm pieces

• 1 onion, finely chopped

• 400g tin chickpeas

• Handful of flaked almonds

• 1 garlic clove, crushed

• Handful of fresh coriander, chopped

For the couscous:

• 150g couscous

• 1 chicken stock cube

• ½ teaspoon smoked paprika

Cooking Instructions:

Preheat the oven to gas 4, 180°C, fan 
160°C. Put the stock cube, apricots, 
honey and ground spices in a jug and 
cover with 300ml boiling water. Stir  
to combine.

Heat the oil in a large frying pan over a 
high heat. Add half the lamb pieces and 
brown on all sides for 4-5 minutes, then 
transfer to a large casserole dish (or 
tagine). Repeat with the remaining lamb.

Keeping the pan on the heat, add the 
onion and cook for 8 minutes until 
softened. Add the pepper and continue 
to fry for 2 minutes. Transfer to the 
casserole dish with the lamb.

Pour the stock mixture and the whole tin 
of chickpeas, including the liquid into 
the casserole. Put on the heat, stir and 
then cover the dish and bring to the boil. 
Transfer to the oven and cook for  
50 minutes.

Near the end of the cooking time,  
put a dry frying pan on a medium heat. 

Add the flaked almonds and toast for 2 
minutes until lightly golden, shaking the 
pan regularly. Tip into a small bowl and 
mix together with the crushed garlic and 
chopped coriander, then set aside.

Put the pan back on the heat and add 
the raw couscous. Toast for 2 minutes, 
stirring the grains until lightly browned. 
Meanwhile, mix the chicken stock cube 
with 300ml boiling water.

Remove the couscous from the heat  
and pour over the hot stock. Stir and 
cover, then leave for 5 minutes. Fluff up 
the grains with a fork and stir through 
the smoked paprika.

Serve the tagine with the couscous  
and almond mixture

LAMB 
TAGINE 
RECIPE

Lifestyle
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FUTURE 
EVENTS

Portobello Square

To report defects & repairs contact the 
Aftercare team on: 0300 456 2093 
Out of hours emergency repairs: 0843 658 5060

General Construction Enquiries

Adunni Adams – Adunni.Adams@chg.org.uk

Portobello Square Sales

For appointments please call: 020 7758 8478
www.portobellosquare.co.uk

Wornington Green

Catalyst General Enquiries:
Office open Monday to Friday 8am – 5pm  
0300 456 2099

If you need to report an emergency repair when 
we are closed, please call us. Your call will then 
be transferred to our repairs contractors.

United Living

Rejhan Meshekrani, Community 
Development Officer: 07912 072 126

Golborne  
Community Lunch 
Every Wednesday 
12pm – 2pm 

For more information 
contact the Venture Centre 
on 020 8960 3234

Phase 3  
Consultation Events
June – dates and times  
to be advertised 

Portobello Hall 
304 Ladbroke Grove

Venture Centre  
Tea Dance 
Friday 12 April
Venture Centre  
103a Wornington Road 
For more information 
contact the Venture Centre 
on 020 8960 3234

Coffee Afternoon 

Every Wednesday 
2pm – 4.30pm 
Portobello Hall  
304 Ladbroke Grove

Free Youth Boxing 
Class for ages 7-14 
Every Friday 

4.30pm – 6pm 

Venture Centre  
103a Wornington Road 

Bingo 

Every Sunday 
3pm – 5.30pm 

Portobello Hall 
304 Ladbroke Grove

Residents’ Steering 
Group Public 
Meeting
Thursday 27 June 
6pm – 8pm 

Portobello Hall 
304 Ladbroke Grove

www.yourhereandnow.co.uk


